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Agreement
between

the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain

and
the Government of the Republic of Cyprus

on

the Mutual Academic Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications

for access to and continuation of studies at

-

Higher Education Institutions
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The Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain, represented by Ministry of Education and the
Government of the Republic of Cyprus, represented by the Ministry of Education

(hereinafter referred to individually as the "Party" and collectively as “the Parties™).

RECALLING THEIR friendly relations;

DESIROUS to promote their cooperation in the field of science, research and higher

education:

DESIROUS to proceed with the mutual recognition of academic qualifications issued by
institutions of higher education of the two States, in order to encourage the mobility of

students wishing to continue their studies in the respective other State;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

Evaluation
a) The present Agreement governs the mutual recognition of the duration of studies and
academic qualifications for the purpose of gaining access to the academic programmes

of study at institutions of Higher Education of both States.

b) The Agreement applies to academic qualifications issued by Institutions of Higher
Education in the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Republic of Cyprus. subject to the

legislation in force in both States.

¢) The Parties agree to recognize Higher Education Institutions in both States. in

accordance with the applicable laws and regulations of each State.

d) Each Party shall notify the other Party through diplomatic channels regarding the list of

(3]
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accredited Institutions and accredited academic programs of Higher Education to which
the present Agreement applies, as well as of any changes made to the list of their
accredited Higher Education Institutions and programs, in the case of deletion or

addition of new institutions / programs.

ARTICLE 2
Recognition of the Equivalence of Academic Qualifications
For the purpose of access for registration to academic programmes of study to Institutions
of Higher Education of the two States, the level of academic qualifications is recognized
as shown in the following table. under the condition that there are no substantial

differences.

For the Kingdom of Bahrain, this condition shall be verified by the National Committee

for the Evaluation of Academic Qualifications.

For the Republic of Cyprus, this condition shall be verified by the Council of Recognition

of Higher Education Qualifications.

The Parties agree that the academic recognition of education, qualifications and academic
degrees included in this Agreement does not exempt their holders from the obligation to
satisfy institutional requirements follow the prescribed procedure and to comply with the

professional practice as set out in the relevant legislation of each State.

Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain

Government of the Republic qf Cyprus

Level/ Cycle

~ Level/ Cycle

Short Cycle

Short Cycle

There is no directly equivalent
qualifications title under the NQF of the
Kingdom of Bahrain

Certificate
(post secondary higher education level)
Duration: 1 academic year

(9%}
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However. the Foundation Year 60 ECTS
(duration: 1 academic year, minimum 120

NQF credits) is at NQF level 5, which is

comparable to CyQF level 4

Diploma Diploma

Level 6 of the NQF of the Kingdom of
Bahrain

Minimum of 240 NQF Credit and at least
50% of total credits at level 6 or above.

(post secondary higher education level)
Duration: 2 academic years
120 ECTS

Associate degree
Level 7 of the NQF of the Kingdom of
Bahrain Minimum of 360 NQF Credit

Higher Education Diploma
(post secondary higher education level)
Duration: 3 academic years

and at least 35% of the total credits at 180 ECTS
level 7 or above, should not include more
than 15% of total credit at a level below
level 6.
1% Level/ Cycle 1%t Level/ Cycle
Ptychio/Bachelor*

Bachelor’s Degree

Level 8 of the NQF of the Kingdom of
Bahrain

Minimum of 480 NQF Credit in total and
at least 25% of total credits at level 8 or
above. should not include more than 20%
of total credit at level 5

Duration: 4 academic years
240 ECTS

*Ptychio may give access to PhD Level
of studies subject to the conditions set
by the Universities.

There is no directly equivalent
qualification title under the NQF of the
Kingdom of Bahrain; however. as the
Diploma of Engineer is awarded in
conjunction with a Bachelor’s Degree
(aligned to CyQF Level 6), it is
comparable to NQF Level 8.

Diploma of Engineer

(for all engineering disciplines including
Architecture)

Duration: Ptychio + 1 academic year (60
ECTS) of 2™ level studies

2™ Level/ Cycle

2" Level/ Cycle

Master’s Degree
Level 9 of the NQF of the Kingdom of
Bahrain

Master
(Minimum duration: 1 calendar year.
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Minimum of 120 NQF Credit in total and
at least 85% of total credits at level 9 or
above

normal duration: 1.5-2 academic years, 90
— 120 ECTS)

31 Level/ Cycle

31 ] evel/ Cycle

Doctoral Degree

Level 10 of the NQF of the Kingdom of
Bahrain

Majority of Credits at level 10

Doctorate (PhD)
(Duration: 3-4 academic years)
(credits depend on the domain of studies)

ARTICLE 3
Recognition of Secondary School leaving Certificates
for the purposes of gaining access to Higher Education Institutions
A secondary school leaving certificate (after completing at least 12 years' schooling) or its
equivalent qualification shall be a prerequisite for the access to accredited Higher
Education Institutions/ Programmes of each State. provided that all the requirements and
regulations for every programme of study are satisfied by the regulations of each State.

including language requirements according to the regulations in force within each Party.

ARTICLE 4
Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications for Access to the
Next Level/ Cycle of Studies
The Parties agree that students from either State. holding academic qualifications which
provide the right to continue their studies to second or third level/ cycle of studies at an
accredited programme/Institution of Higher Education, have the right to compete for

entrance to accredited programmes/ Higher Education Institutions of the other State.

The evaluation of credits associated with the academic qualifications of either State for the
purposes of access to any higher education programme to the next level of the other State
shall be right of the institution in the host State. to require compliance with the level of

qualifications described in the table of Article 2 of this Agreement.

w
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Enrolment shall only be granted subject to the conditions and requirements provided for
by the legislation and the regulations of the host Higher Education Institution on entrance

to the particular programme of study.

ARTICLE 5
Exchanges
The Parties shall encourage the cultural and students” exchanges between the two States

and research on the other State’s language and culture.

ARTICLE 6
Permanent Expert Committee
The Parties agree to establish a Permanent Expert Commiittee. For this purpose. each State
shall appoint an equal number of members, but in any case. up to four (4) and inform the

other State of their names.

The Permanent Expert Committee shall have the following responsibilities:
- to examine all issues arising from the implementation of this Agreement;
- to submit proposals for amendments on the Agreement;
- to monitor any changes to the Higher Education systems of either State and

- any other issue the Parties may agree upon.

The Permanent Expert Committee shall meet upon mutual agreement. The time. venue and

agenda shall be agreed each time through diplomatic channels.

ARTICLE 7
Financial Arrangements

Each Party shall bear its own costs and expenses related to the implementation of this

Agreement.
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ARTICLE 8
Confidentiality

The Parties shall maintain the confidentiality of the data, information and documents
exchanged between them. Any information. data or documents provided by one of the
parties to the Agreement shall not be used except for the purposes of this Agreement and
shall not be disclosed without the prior written consent of the other Party.

ARTICLE 9
Settlement of Differences

Any differences that may arise between the Parties concerning the interpretation or the
implementation of the Agreement shall be settled amicably through consultations and

negotiations between them through diplomatic channels.

ARTICLE 10
Entry into force, amendment and duration

This Agrecement shall enter into force 60 days after the receipt of the last written
notification through diplomatic channels, by which the Parties notify each other that
their respective internal procedures for its entry into force have been completed.

This Agreement shall remain in force for an indefinite period of time, unless either
Party gives to the other six (6) months™ advance notice in writing of its intention to
terminate it.

All rights acquired by holders of academic qualifications which had been recognised
before the termination of the Agreement will not be affected by such termination.
In addition. the procedure for the evaluation of applications. which had been
submitted prior to the termination of the Agreement will be completed. unless the
Parties agree otherwise.

This Agreement may be amended at any time by the mutual written consent of the
Parties through diplomatic channels. Any amendment shall enter into force.
following the procedure set out in the first paragraph of this Article and shall form
integral part of this Agreement.
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Done in duplicate in Manama on the 25" of January 2026 in the Arabic and
English Ianguages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence of
interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

f
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