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Legislative Decree No. (19) of 1976 regarding Medals and Orders

We, Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, Emir of the State of Bahrain.
Having reviewed the Constitution,
Emiri Order No. (4) of 1975,
And upon the submission of the Minister of Defence and the Minister of Interior,
And after the approval of the Cabinet,
Hereby Decree the following Law:
Article – 1 –
The following Medals and Orders shall be established:
1- The Order of Al-Khalifa Collar.
2- The Medal of Military Valour.
3- The Order of Bahrain.
4- The Medal of Competence.
5- The Medal of Military Service Appreciation.
Article – 2 –
The Military Duty Medal, First Class, shall be awarded to heads of states, their deputies, heads of governments, legislative bodies, and heirs apparent, as well as to those holding the rank of Lieutenant General or higher among national or foreign military personnel.
Article – 3 –
The Military Valour Medal, First Class, shall be awarded to officers, non-commissioned officers, and individuals in the Defence Force and Police who perform exceptional heroic acts in defence of the nation.
This Medal may also be awarded to a military unit that has distinguished itself in defending the country and has made significant sacrifices during its participation in armed defence.
Article – 4 –
The Order of Bahrain shall be awarded to nationals and foreigners, whether civilian or military, who have rendered valuable services to the nation or outstanding national contributions, as well as to those involved in negotiations conducted by the state or who serve as members of the honourable delegation accompanying the Emir during visits to friendly countries.
This Order consists of five classes, awarded as follows:
a. First Class:
Awarded to heads of governments, ministers, their deputies, ambassadors, and those of equivalent rank among civilians or military personnel, or to those deemed worthy of this Order by the Emir.
b. Second Class:
Awarded to undersecretaries of ministries, directors of departments, and those of equivalent rank among civilians or military personnel.
c. Third, Fourth, and Fifth Classes:
Awarded to civilians and military personnel in accordance with their official and social standings, according to the criteria established by the Cabinet.
Article – 5 –
The Medal of Competence shall be awarded to nationals and foreigners who provide excellent services in the fields of science, arts, literature, and physical education, or to others deemed worthy of this Medal by the Emir.
This Medal consists of three classes, with the class of the Medal determined by the service for which it is awarded, taking into account the official and social standing of the recipient, in accordance with the criteria established by the Cabinet.
Article – 6 –
The Medal of Military Service Appreciation shall be awarded to officers, non-commissioned officers, and individuals in the Defence Force and Police who have served for at least fifteen years and have performed their duties with integrity and dedication.
This Medal consists of two classes, with the first class designated for officers and the second for non-commissioned officers and individuals.
Article – 7 –
Medals and Orders shall be awarded by a royal decree.
Article – 8 –
Except for the awards conferred by the Emir, Medals and Orders shall be conferred during national occasions, official celebrations, or on the occasion of official visits by the Emir to foreign countries, or at the request of diplomatic representatives of the State abroad, in accordance with arrangements issued by a decision of the Cabinet.
Article – 9 –
Medals and Orders and their certificates shall remain in the possession of the individual to whom they are awarded as a memento, with none of their heirs having the right to bear them.
Article – 10 –
It shall not be permissible to dispose of the Medals or Orders specified in this Law, nor shall they be subject to seizure.
Article – 11 –
The forms, designs, and specifications of the Medals or Orders specified in this Law shall be determined by a decision of the Cabinet.
Article – 12 –
All seals, records, and documents related to the Medals and Orders shall be retained in the Emiri Court, and a special register shall be kept for each Medal and Order, recording the names of the holders, their official and social descriptions, the class of the awarded Medal and Order, and the date and reason for the award.
Each ministry shall maintain a register recording the names of Medal or Order holders and the aforementioned details for those who are to be awarded Medals or Orders among their employees or who they have nominated for the Medals or Orders from others.
Article – 13 –
Except for those whom the Emir decides to award Medals and Orders in accordance with this Law, commanders of Arab brotherly armies and friendly foreign armies, as well as their Chiefs of Staff, shall be nominated to receive military Medals and Orders based on the proposal of the Commander-in-Chief.
Nominations for awarding Medals and Orders to civilians and military personnel shall be made by the relevant minister.
Article – 14 –
The models of the Medals and Orders specified in the Law are the property of the state and shall be kept in the Emiri Court.
They shall only be manufactured at the designated facility.
Article – 15 –
Bahraini nationals, whether military or civilian, shall not accept or bear any foreign Medal or Order regardless of its title without the approval of the Emir in accordance with the procedures determined by the Cabinet.
Article – 16 –
Medals and Orders shall be awarded based on certificates with specific specifications as detailed in Annex No. (1) attached to this Law.
Article – 17 –
The Ministers—each within their jurisdiction—shall implement this Law, and it shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.
Emir of the State of Bahrain
Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa
Issued at Riffa Palace
On 15 Rabi' al-Thani 1396 AH
Corresponding to 15 April 1976




