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Legislative Decree No. (14) of 2023
Amending Certain Provisions of Law No. (16) of 2014
regarding the Protection of State Information and Documents

We, Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,                                                                                                      King of the Kingdom of Bahrain.
Having reviewed the Constitution, in particular Article (38) thereof,
Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (15) of 1976, as amended,
Law No. (16) of 2014 regarding the Protection of State Information and Documents,
Personal Data Protection Law promulgated by Law No. (30) of 2018,
And the Electronic Communications and Transactions Law promulgated by Law No. (54) of 2018, amended by Law No. (29) of 2021,
And upon the submission of the Prime Minister,
And after the approval of the Cabinet,
Hereby Decree the following law:
Article One
The definition of "the Responsible Person" contained in Article One of Law No. (16) of 2014 regarding the Protection of State Information and Documents, and the text of Article Four of the same Law, shall be replaced with the following texts:
Article One - Definition of "the Responsible Person":
“a. Any public employee or equivalent, in accordance with Articles (107) and (108) of the Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (15) of 1976.
b. Employees in entities in which the State contributes to management or holds more than 50% of the capital, provided that they are established in the Kingdom of Bahrain or have their headquarters therein.”
Article Four:
"Without prejudice to the provisions of any other law, state information and documents not falling under the classifications specified in Article Three of this Law shall be considered ordinary information and documents. The Responsible Person shall ensure their preservation and protect them from tampering, loss, or damage, and the content shall not be disclosed to anyone not entitled to access it."
Article Two
A new Article shall be added, numbered as (Article Four Bis,) to Law No. (16) of 2014 regarding the Protection of State Information and Documents, with the following text:
"Copies of all electronically stored information and documents shall be preserved in a national data centre that provides secure cloud storage services, and all national databases shall be linked to the centre. The preservation and updating of information and documents therein shall occur in real-time.
The supervision of the aforementioned centre shall be the responsibility of an entity designated by a royal order, which shall also establish the systems, controls, and administrative and technical procedures related to the linkage of national databases with the centre, as well as the mechanisms and controls for the preservation and updating of information and documents.
The provisions of this Article shall apply to entities in which the state holds more than 50% of the capital, provided that they are established in the Kingdom of Bahrain or have their headquarters therein."
Article Three
The Prime Minister and the Ministers—each within their jurisdiction—shall implement this Law, and it shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.
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