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Decree No. (5) of 2013 establishing the Supreme Council of Health 


We, Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Having reviewed the Constitution; 
Legislative Decree No. (23) of 1986 regarding Private Hospitals; 
Legislative Decree No.(2) of 1987 regarding Practice of Non-Physicians and Pharmacists of Allied Medical Professions; 
Legislative Decree No.(7) of 1989 regarding Practice of the Profession of Medicine and Dentistry; 
Legislative Decree No.(18) of 1997 regarding Regulation of the Pharmacy Profession and Pharmacy centres; 
Law No. (38) of 2009 establishing the National Health Regulatory Authority, 
And the Civil service Law promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (48) of 2010; 
And upon the submission of the Prime Minister, 
And after the approval of the Council of Ministers; 
Hereby Decree the following: 
Article (1) 
A council to be called the "Supreme Council of Health" shall be established, attached to the Council of Ministers, referred to in this decree as the "Council". 
Article (2) 
The Council shall be formed under the chairmanship of Lieutenant General Dr. Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Minister of State for Defence Affairs, and the membership of: 
1- Dr. Sadiq bin Abdulkareem Al-Shehabi 
Minister of Health 
Vice President. 
2- Dr. Aisha Mubarak Jaber Bouanaq 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health. 
3- Major General Professor Shaikh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa 
Commander of the Royal Medical Services. 
4- Major General Dr. Shaikh Salman bin Attiyatullah Al Khalifa 
Commander of King Hamad University Hospital 
5- Dr. Raysan Humood Badran 
Director of Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa Cardiac Centre 
6- Dr. Mohammed Abdullah Al-Olayan 
Representative of the Ministry of Interior 
7- Mr. Arif Saleh Khamis 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Finance 
8- Dr. Khalid Saeed Tabbara 
Representative of King Abdullah Medical City 
9- Dr. Bahaa Al-Din Abdulhameed Fatiha 
Chief Executive Officer of the National Health Regulatory Authority Rapporteur for the Council 
10- Dr. Hassan Hameed Alarayed 
Representative of the private sector 
11- Badriya Jassim Al Kuwaiti 
Representative of the Nursing Sector 
12- Dr. Mariam Ibrahim AlHajri 
Representative of NGOs working in the health field 
The term of office of the Council shall be four years, renewable for other similar terms. 
The Council shall meet in the presence of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman in case of his absence. 
The Council may invite to its meetings whomever it deems appropriate, whom shall have the necessary experience and competence, to provide valuable help, all without having a counted vote when it comes to the decisions and recommendations issued by The Council. 
Article (3) 
The Board shall draw up its own regulations to organize its work, set the meetings dates, the conditions for the validity of these meetings and the majority necessary to take its decisions and recommendations, and the regulation shall be issued by a decision of the Chairman of the Council. 
Article (4) 
The Council shall have a technical secretariat composed of a number of employees nominated from the ones working in the ministries, organizations and authorities concerned with health. 
A decision shall be issued by the Chairman of the Council to form the technical secretariat of the Council and organize its work. 
The Technical Secretariat is responsible for managing the technical and administrative affairs of the Council, including preparing the agenda of its meetings, following up on the implementation of its decisions and recommendations, and implementing all other tasks assigned to it by the Council or its President. 
Article (5) 
The Council shall develop the national health strategy in the Kingdom and follow up its implementation with the relevant ministries, institutions and authorities, and for this purpose it may exercise the following competencies: 
1) Develop policies on the total number of beds required for Bahrain and distribute them to acute, chronic, psychological and other cases, and coordinate the plans and programs of ministries, institutions and authorities concerned with implementation. 
2) Develop a policy for financing health services through the implementation of a comprehensive health insurance system. 
3) Develop a vision for the number and places of distribution of public and private health institutions in the Kingdom. 
4) Create a unified system for information technology in all public and private health institutions in the Kingdom. 
5) Develop the quality standards of health services and taking the necessary measures that ensure the respect for the rights and safety of beneficiaries in coordination with the National Health Regulatory Authority. 
6) Approve training controls and policies in hospitals and health educational institutions to ensure the provision of medical, health and administrative staff. 
7) Encourage and coordinate scientific research in the health field. 
8) Coordinate the medical services between service providers in the Kingdom. 
9) Organize health conferences and visits of specialists in the health field to the Kingdom. 
10) Develop a vision for the controls for appointing the boards of directors of health institutions. 
11) Set the general controls for unified procurement of medicines, medical devices and materials. 
12) Encourage NGOs working in the health field and cooperating with them for the benefit of citizens and residents. 
13) Recommend any amendments to health-related legislation and submit them to the Council of Ministers. 
14) Develop an annual report to be presented to the Council of Ministers, in which it deals – in addition to its most important decisions and recommendations for the year covered by the report – an assessment of the health situation in the Kingdom and ways to develop it. 
15) Any other functions assigned to him by the Council of Ministers. 
Article (6) 
All ministries, institutions, authorities and agencies shall provide the Council with the required data, information and studies necessary to carry out its work. 
Article (7) 
The Council shall have a financial appropriation to be included in the budget of the Council of Ministers. 
Article (8) 
The Prime Minister and the ministers - each within his jurisdiction- shall implement the provisions of this Decree, and it shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
King of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
Prime Minister 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
Issued at Riffa Palace: 
On: 16 Rabi' Al-awal 1434 A.H. 
Corresponding to: 28 January 2013 
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